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I was born in Garden City KS, and moved to Colorado in 1948. I graduated from Flagler High School in
Flagler CO and continued my education at UNC (then known as Colorado College of Education). I met my
husband in high school and we were married after I graduated from college. We farmed south of Arriba CO and
I taught in Arriba. I took 3 years off and had two lovely daughters. Then I taught in Genoa Co. Because I taught
English, they made me the librarian, and I found I loved that job and went back to school during the summers. I
received my MLS from Denver University. From then on I was a librarian, although I often taught English as
well. In 1973 I began teaching in Flagler CO, but in 1975 I was surprised to know I was having another baby
and quit at the semester. In February I had my third lovely daughter.
In 1981 we bought a ranch near Rush CO and I went to work at the Miami Yoder School. I was divorced in
1992 and in 1993, I went to work in Elizabeth CO. I began to have wanderlust and in 1995 I accepted a position
as librarian in an international school in Valencia, Venezuela. I loved my years in Valencia and made many
friends from Venezuela and around the world. I worked there for 6 years. I would have stayed longer if there
had not been so much turmoil after Chavez was elected. I mourn for my friends who still live in Venezuela in
such horrible conditions.
When I returned to the U.S. I took a job as Library Director in Manitou Springs CO. After two years I retired.
I now work part time at the Simla Public Library just because I love working in a library.
I joined Delta Kappa Gamma in 1982. I have served as vice
president and president as well as serving on several committees in
Rho Chapter. I have served as chair of the Membership Committee
at the state level. I became the Omega State Editor in 2010,
publishing my first Peaks in March of that year.
At the Leadership Conference in Colorado Springs in 2016, I
received the highest honor of my life when I was presented with the
Omega State Award! I am so honored to be a sister to so many
wonderful women in this great organization.
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OMEGA STATE PRESIDENT MESSAGE
SUE PETTIT

Dear Colorado Sisters:
A hearty welcome to all who have committed to serving their DKG Chapters and respective
communities during the 2016-2018 Biennium. Let’s work together to provide a greater
reality of excellence in Colorado schools. It has been said that all children deserve a quality
education. As importantly, all teachers deserve a safe, nurturing, and well-equipped school
to work and thrive in.
A New Biennium Fable
A young woman in Colorado was seeking her first teaching job. She looked and looked
but many of her school visits were discouraging—she found ill-equipped classrooms and discouraged teachers
at every turn. Just when she felt like abandoning her quest in the field of education, she found DKG Has Your
Back Elementary. During a tour, the principal showed the young teacher a well-equipped creative arts room.
She explained that Ms. Lois, a retired music teacher and her friends, helped change funding legislation in the
community so that a strong arts program was available to all students, teachers, and their families. The young
teacher was deeply energized by what Ms. Lois and her friends had accomplished and hoped to meet Ms. Lois
soon.
At the second stop, the principal showed her the teachers’ resource/workroom. The room was full of
technology, teaching resources, and a coffee-tea bar. The principal stated that Ms. Lois’s group often brings
treats and helps the early career teachers on staff to plan units, raise student performance, and problem solve in
their classrooms. The young teacher was excited about this support and hopeful that she could meet and talk to
Ms. Lois soon.
At the third and final stop, the principal pointed through a door to a group meeting in partnership with the
local YMCA program coordinators. They were planning a professional workshop for teachers in the building on
“How to Combat the Stressors in Teaching.” Now the young teacher was beside herself with excitement about
the school and blurted. Is Ms. Lois in that meeting?
The principal responded with a smile, “Oh, that is her DKG Chapter friends in the room. Ms. Lois passed
away three years ago but her DKG chapter will tell you that she is very much alive in this school and that
schools are different when DKG members are present and engaged in them.
The End
Sisters, our founders envisioned an organization that will strengthen, promote, and unite women educators.
Lois and her chapter unselfishly served to make a difference in a Colorado school. As you plan your programs
for this year, look beyond your traditional dinner and speaker meetings. Consider adopting or creating a
worthwhile school project that will enrich the learning of students and attract the brightest and best educators to
our organization, schools and communities. May all Colorado teachers work in schools where DKG has their
backs!
Looking forward to seeing you all at the Saturday, October 15, Board Meeting: 7:30 am-3:00 pm, 10345
Park Meadows Dr, Lone Tree, CO 80124. More information coming.

President—Sue Pettit
1st Vice President—Shirley Organ
2nd Vice President—Brenda Wray
Recording Secretary—Memory Lamfers
Corresponding Secretary—Dr. Barbara Whinery
Executive Secretary—Cynthia Mousel

Treasurer—Lilly Vigil
Editory—Farabe Smith
Webmaster—Nancy Scofield
Parliamentarian—Susan Denny
Archivist—Kathy Flynn
Immediate Past President—Beth Barzdukas
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WHITE ROSES OF REMEMBRANCE
“She has left a part of herself with those she loved, with her colleagues, and with all of us.”
Delta Kappa Gamma Ceremonies Book
Jean Stasenka
Theta Chapter
2016
Billie Jean Love

Upsilon Chapter

Died April 22, 2016

Ruth Agnes Macartney

Beta Chapter

Died May 1, 2016

Almira “Mira” Herbert

Rho Chapter

Died June 29, 2016

A beautiful Celebration of Life Ceremony was held at the International Convention in Nashville. Those who
were honored from Colorado were Ruth Aufenkamp, Eta, Joann Lucille Baillie, Alpha, Esther Bartlett, Theta,
Beverly Biffle, Alpha, Verda Bostrom, Delta, Yvonne Brown, Rho, Mary Louise Carson, Gamma, Betty
Farrington, Upsilon, Elizabeth Grenfell, Alpha Beta, Beverly A. Hall, Rho, Alicita K. Hamilton, Alpha, Jackie
Hijmans, Alpha Chi, Delilah Jacopy, Alpha Rho, Judy K. Jaramillo, Alpha Beta, Estherina Mattivi, Beta, W.
Helen McCallum, Alpha Gamma Kathleen R O’Fallon, Alpha Beta, Babetta Person Quist, Alpha Iota, Jane
Potter, Eta, Janet Louise Raehal, Alpha Rho, Henrietta Records, Phi, Betty J. Reese, Gamma, Jen Stasenka,
Theta, Pamela Thomas, Alpha Delta, Katherine Rae Thomasson, Alpha Gamma, Ruth Von Ahlefeldt, Beta,
Mary Frances Wagoner, Mu
The white roses remind us that even though these members are no longer with us they will always remain in
our hearts and be a part of Delta Kappa Gamma.

REMINDER FOR CHAPTER PRESIDENTS – FORM 6
It is very important that each death of a member be reported as soon as possible on Form 6 for
Death of a Member. Please work with your membership chairs to promptly report to all three of
the following:
International: International Membership Services: mem@dkg.org or RohanT
Omega State Membership Chair: Kathy Flynn: katherineaflynn@yahoo.com
Omega State Treasurer: Lilly Vigil: cmcr1@msn.com
The form is interactive on-line and is available on both the state website and the international
website.
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OUR COMMITTEES AT WORK
Educational Law & Policy Committee

by Dr. Barbara Whinery & Amanda Glover
There is always a very keen interest in politics during a general election year. As the Educational Law & Policy
Committee, we felt it was important to give chapters resources to assist and educate members about important voting
issues At the Omega State Leadership Conference this spring we presented a list of websites and provided information
that would help members to find out more about voting, candidates, state ballot issues and to follow the state legislature
during the 2017 spring session. Additionally, a model letter format was shared to assist members in contacting local
governmental leaders and legislators. The handouts and letter may be found on the Omega State website under
Leadership Conference 2016
We will be presenting information about state ballot issues at the 2016 Fall Executive Board Meeting. Please keep
our committee in mind as a resource for your chapter for voter engagement and education.

Considerations to Make Your Chapter Even Better
by Beth Barzdukas, Chapter Strengthening Committee chair

As you begin again after the summer break, consider these points when planning for the coming year and/or
biennium:
•
•
•

•

•

Are your meetings well-planned, structured, quick-moving but relatively informal? If planning is an issue,
communicate, meet, and set up a plan for each meeting in a timely manner.
Consider if you are excluding some members due to cost of restaurant meals at meetings. A quick member survey
will give an idea if members feel costs need to be cut.
Plan some open meetings to welcome non-members. These meetings should emphasize benefits that members
cannot get elsewhere, including scholarships, grants, interaction with educators, friendship and community
service. Think where we would be if each member brought in just one new member each year.
Plan activities and projects that engage members. Again, a survey will tell you what members’ interests are so
you can plan according to these interests. Consider community activities, mentoring, literacy and other activities
of interest.
Publicize. Think of ways you can get coverage in newspapers as well as brochures, and word of mouth
communication. I believe each and every chapter does very worthwhile activities with scholarships, and other
service activities to those in education. Tell others.

Once you have a plan, execute the plan, communicate, include all members and enjoy. As the old song
goes: “Make new friends, keep the old, one is silver and the other’s gold.”
BYLAWS AND STANDING RULES
Submitted by the Bylaws and Standing Rules Committee
The BSRC (Bylaws and Standing Rules Committee) is off to a busy start in 2016-17. At the State Conference in
Colorado Springs we presented a timeline for development of Chapter Rules. The Committee decided Chapter Rules
would be given to the BSR committee in the even years to be reviewed. It is requested that individual chapter rules be
brought to the fall state board meeting in October. The committee will review them and return them to the chapters. The
chapter will receive a signed evaluation from the committee. When all suggested changes are complete, a member of the
BSR committee will sign the last page of that chapter’s rules indicating their chapter rules are consistent with the
Constitution/International Standing Rules, the state organization’s designated parliamentary authority and its bylaws. All
documents necessary to complete chapter rules are on the state website.
Individual chapter rules that have been reviewed were returned to chapters at the conference and at the spring board
meeting. It is the hope of the BSR committee to have as many of the Omega State chapters’ rules reviewed and in
practice by fall of 2017. Thanks to all the chapters who have submitted their rules. We still have some kinks to work out
but with your support and participation we will work them out.
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“Growing Membership is Everyone’s Responsibility!”
Retain, Reinstate, Recruit
Kathy Flynn, Membership Chair

Please offer the “Gift Of Membership” to educators—just beginning their careers,
actively working, and those who have retired from distinguished careers in education.
DKG membership is an honor and is offered by invitation from a local chapter. A candidate for membership must be
*employed as a professional educator at the time of her election; or
*retired from an educational position.
On Dr. Beverly Helms Blog, Dr. Gwen Simmons, international parliamentarian, commented that one reason members
stay active in the organization is a “focus on the expectation of participation by members in the activities of the Society”.
She further stated that members need to feel worthwhile in the chapter, and that feeling comes from responsibility and
roles in leadership--in a project, a committee, or as an officer.
I’m so excited to report that during the year from June 15, 2015 to June 14, 2016, Omega State chapters initiated 42
New Members, plus 1 Honorary, and 4 Transfers. In the 2014-2015 year, 26 New Members photos were sent in to Janet
McClaskey, Expansion Committee Chair. This is an unofficial count, but the two-year totals are impressive--66 New
Members plus the honorary member and the 4 transfers. Wow ! Way to Go Omega State !! Thanks to everyone involved
in helping “Grow Our Membership”. That is an 8.5 % growth ! Keep it Up !!
If you attended the State Leadership Conference, you were informed and entertained by the Membership Committee.
We are most committed to providing chapters with all the information, strategies and ideas that we can pass along. Please
check the state website, http://dkgcolorado.weebly.com for strategies and power point presentations you may download to
present to your chapters. You will find: Benefits of Membership and Three levels of DKG.
Below: Membership presentation at Omega State Conference. L to R: Maxine Fawcett-Yeske (Colorado
Springs), Kathy Flynn (Longmont), Penny Propst (Sterling), Kathy Hall (Vail), Suzanne Foster (Vail).

EXPANSION COMMITTEE
By Janet McClaskey
The Expansion Committee continues to work on starting a new chapter in Douglas County. Several of us attended the
State Leadership Conference in Colorado Springs and the International Convention in Nashville, gathering new ideas to
bring home to use! Alpha Delta graciously sponsored three new Douglas County members who are working hard to plan
our fall programs. At this point, we're considering programs on critical thinking, anxiety in children, and nutrition. We've
tried to offer the programs at relevant times for teachers and are looking at several public venues to hold meetings.
Thanks to everyone across the state for helping us move forward and expand!
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US FORUM
by Dr. Mary Ann Roldan

National Legislative Seminar Registration Activity on March 13-16, 2016.
For the first time credit was offered for participation in U.S. Forum National Legislative Seminar held on even numbered
years in Washington, DC.
Topics addressed during the National Legislative Seminar (NLS)
Day 1
Cyberbullying
Human Trafficking
Gun Violence Prevention
ESSA, High Stakes Testing
Legislative Protocol “When the Fight is Right”
Day 2:
DAY ON THE HILL with Senators, Congressmen & women
National Gallery of Art
Madame Trouseau’s Wax Museum
Ford Theater: 110 Degrees in the Shade
Day 3
U.S. Forum Connection, Editor:
“Government Pension Offset (GPO), Windfall Elimination Provision (WEP)
Videotaped remarks by Congresswoman Carolyn Maloney and Marsha Blackburn bipartisan co-sponsors of H.R. 863
National Women’s History Museum
Members Reports from visits to the Hill
Drs: MaryAnn Roldan, CO Barbara Baethe, TX

LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE A GREAT SUCCESS
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The Omega State Leadership Conference was held June 10-12 in the beautiful Franciscan Retreat Center
in Colorado Springs. Sandra Smith Bull gave inspirational thoughts about Blue Sky Thinking, and also
brought greetings from International. Reports were given about the Strategic Action Plan, How to make
chapter rules, parliamentary procedure, Educational Excellence and more. Several members shared
delightful talent. The style review was unique and totally enjoyable. The Omega Membership Committee
performed a wonderful Hee Haw show.

President Sue leads the Conference.

International Guest Sandra Smith Bull relaxes.
Beth Barzdukas receives the CITATION OF MERIT!
CONGRATULATIONS, BETH

Relaxing with Melody

Our lovely hostesses
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My First Omega State Leadership Conference
by Juana Hajek, Rho Chapter

When I signed up to attend my first-ever
Omega State Leadership Conference, I wasn’t exactly
sure what to expect. I was, however, excited to find
out! First of all, the conference was held at the beautiful
Mount St. Francis Franciscan Retreat Center. The venue
is beautiful. The hostesses from Pi and Alpha Upsilon
chapters conducted a well organized check-in and we
had plenty of time to find our room and stow our
luggage. I was able to tag along with my mother, Farabe
Smith (RHO Chapter), and sit in on her committee
meeting before our first session. It was an interesting
experience to see a state committee at work. Of course,
we all want to know about the food, and it did not
disappoint. Meals were a great time to fellowship with
both my RHO chapter sisters and to meet sisters from all
over the state.
I met a great many DKG sisters while I was at
the leadership conference. I learned more about some of
the individual experiences of members and was excited
that so many sisters traveled from the Western Slope to
take part in this great experience. Attending with my
mother made my first experience even more special,
since she knows so many of our Omega State officers,
both past and present, and was able to introduce them to
me. I believe that I met almost every one of our state
officers! (Now I only hope I can remember their
names...)
There were so many great learning opportunities
packed into those two full days. There are several that
stand out for me. I attended “Legislative Issues: How
Your Chapter Can Have an Impact on Education.”
There is a link on the Omega State website that is filled
with links to many great resources for legislative
issues. The link on the Omega State website is
http://dkgcolorado.weebly.com/uploads/5/7/0/9/5709780
5/_omega_peaks_march_2016.pdf .

I also attended a workshop given by our Omega
State Parliamentarian, Susan Denny, on Parliamentary
Procedure. I have loved Parliamentary Procedure since I
had the privilege of competing at the State FFA
Convention on the Flagler FFA Parliamentary Procedure
team WAY back in high school. While our team came
in second with a gold rating, it was the experience of a
lifetime. Learning about Parliamentary Procedure has
served me well and I completely enjoyed the refresher.
Susan Denny was also the presenter at a
“reader’s roundtable.” I found many adult fiction books
and adult fiction series that I would like to read. As a
school librarian, I get to learn about so many fantastic
young adult fiction books, but not much adult fiction. I
now have a great list of books which were recommended
by my sisters in DKG.
The International Guest was Sandra Smith Bull
who gave an overview of changes at International
Headquarters. She then encouraged all of the members
at our leadership conference to engage in Blue Sky
Thinking. We are all stars in the Delta Kappa Gamma
constellation and we all have worthwhile ideas. We
should not be afraid to share our great ideas with others,
both in our chapters, and in the wider DKG world. It
was a pleasure to meet Ms. Bull and to find out a little
bit about her life experiences (she is a fellow librarian
and bibliophile!), and her experiences in Delta Kappa
Gamma.
The talent show was a highlight of the
conference. I laughed so much! There are so many
talented women in our state organization! From readalouds, to skits, to great songs, it was a very enjoyable
part of the conference. I even fired up my courage and
read The Book With no Pictures. I certainly hope that
this event becomes a tradition and that more of our
talented Colorado ladies will participate. In preparation
for the International Conference which recently took
place in Nashville, Tennessee, Susan Denny and her
Nashville crew gave us an overview of what to pack for
the trip. Several style mavens showed off their sartorial
suggestions to the enjoyment of all. I think that the “Bag
Lady” was the hit of the show!
Finally, the highlight of the trip for me was
watching my mother receive the Omega State Award. I
sat with tears in my eyes, listening to our state treasurer,
Lilly Vigil, outline my mom’s professional and personal
accomplishments. I was so proud and happy to be in the
audience while my mother, Farabe Smith, received her
award.
If you have never been to a state function, I
encourage you to plan a trip to the very next
one. Omega State Delta Kappa Gamma members are a
BLAST!!! After my great experience at our Omega
State leadership conference, my DKG goals now include
heading to Hawaii next summer for the Southwest
Regional Conference.
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DELEGATION TO INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION, NASHVILLE TN

First Row: Brenda Wray, Shirley Organ, Sue Pettit, Lilly Vigil, Cynthia Mousel, Kathy Flynn. Second Row:
Farabe Smith, Karen Eilenstine, Cela Varosy. Top Row: Beth Barzdukas, Sarah Helman, Leila Konig, Susan
Appelgren, Holcomb Mosley
Colorado Vendors

Sightseeing in Nashville
Farabe Smith, Janet McClaskey, Beth Barzdukas, Cela
Varosy, Karen Eilenstine

550 women at the Wildhorse Saloon doing the line dance.
(Too dark to get a picture, but here is the sign.)
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REFLECTIONS ON MY FIRST
INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION
by Holcomb Mosely, Alpha Iota Chapter
Holcomb Mosley and mother, new
International President Carolyn Pittman

Being a member of DKG for sixteen years, I am
not new to its leadership benefits and scholarship
opportunities. However, as a first time attendee of
an International Convention, I have a better sense
of purpose not only for myself as an educator, but
as a DKG member. I feel driven to not just
receive, but to do, to take action. I was so proud to
be a part of DKG as I listened to the keynote
speaker about Girl Scout partnerships and the
parallels of the two organizations, especially how
both organizations promote leadership in young
women. That’s when it hit me. That’s when I truly
began to understand the purpose of being a DKG
member. It’s not about what I can receive; it’s
about what I can give.
The new international theme, the same as our
stated Vision, of movement is exactly what I felt.
We impact women educators on a global level. By
myself, the task is too large. Together is how we
can make a difference. I feel so energized to
partner with other organizations to make a
difference in the lives of young girls and women.
Maybe our chapter will choose to support a Girl
Scout troop or a Girls on the Run club. I’m eager
to have a role to play in these chapter
conversations, and this is a first for me.
When asked by other educators why they should
become DKG members, my response has always
been rather lame because I didn’t actually know
why. I realize that’s because I’ve always looked at
the organization as something from which I should
be receiving, not an avenue for what I could be
doing. Young members have a difficult time
giving up Saturdays or weeknight evenings for
chapter meetings because soccer and gymnastics
and meals and homework take precedence. I think
the true inspiration these young teachers crave in

the field of education comes from the larger DKG
components like state, regional, and even
international conventions where a keynote speaker
or another member sparks an idea that creates an
internal motion. However, those events cost
money and time, two things many young members
simply cannot spare. The proverbial question
continues, then, “How do we get young members
to join and be active members of DKG?” I think
the answer is to find a way to spark a young
educator’s drive to make a difference and show
her how that can and should be grander than her
classroom. Because I attended the international
convention, I have a bigger picture of the
organization’s purposes and for the first time I
realize I am capable of making forward movement
with my DKG membership. I am an integral part
of the whole and together we can make a
difference.

MY FIRST INTERNATIONAL
CONVENTION
by Cela Varosy, Alpha Iota Chapter

I am a twenty year DKG member, and have
attended many state conventions in my former
state of California. I recently experienced my first
International Convention July 5th to 9th in
Nashville, Tennessee. I was asked to give my
perspective on the experience.
Attending an International Convention is sort of
like going to a family reunion with thousands of
relatives from 17 different countries and all the
states of the USA! Imagine attending the opening
session with almost two thousand sisters, cousins
and aunts who have common ancestors (our
Founders) and common motivations (our
Purposes)! As we assembled for the session, I saw
women smiling, hugging and exclaiming, “Oh, it’s
so good to see you!” I saw women helping others
find their groups or helping wheelchair sisters

maneuver into the room. And even though I had
never met most of the “sisters”, they greeted me
and made me feel welcome and included. The
session began with greetings from the
International President and a parade of flags from
the 17 member countries and I felt a shiver of joy
just to be in that room and part of the DKG family.
The business of the Society was accomplished
with speed and organization and included speakers
that challenged and inspired us.
Every general session included plenty of
laughter and amazing images on jumbo monitors
to improve the experience, even if you were seated
in the back. Many DKG members shared their
musical or comedy skills, and I felt so proud of
them, as if watching my own family members
perform and share. At one of the sessions, the
famous author Judith Viorst, spoke with wit, and
wisdom and poetry about being a friend, wife and
mother. Since I am a Viorst fan, I was thrilled to
hear perspectives from her talented, authentic and
very funny inner self. At another session, seeing
1800 women do a line dance called the DKG
Stomp was pure joy! A dynamic group of early
career educators spoke with passion, humor and
wisdom at many of the sessions and it was
refreshing to hear their perspectives on DKG and
its future.
There were numerous breakout sessions and my
biggest problem was to decide which one to
attend! And, of course, these sessions were
facilitated by masterful teachers who excited and
challenged us to be better teachers, leaders and
citizens of our communities and the world. My
brain is still awhirl (in a good way) with all those
exciting ideas! I was delighted to see many early
career “younger sisters” stepping forward to bring
fresh new perspectives as they facilitated many
breakout sessions.
And talk about innovations in the format of the
convention itself! There were sets of sessions
called “Hot Topics” that were described as “speed
dating for new ideas”. I went to 9 of these and
found vastly different presentations that gave
essential ideas in just 15 minutes! There was also
a Cyber Center, manned by tech-savvy members
who would assist sisters with finding applications
and ways to use technology to improve
communication or to navigate the DKG website.
And you could actually download the convention
schedule and find your breakout room locations on
your smartphones! Sadly, I admit I used the old
school convention booklet to do these things, but I
saw lots of other people using their phones to
navigate the convention.
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You could attend a banquet, a luncheon or a
breakfast if you wanted, with beautiful decor (and
door prizes!), superb speakers, entertainment and
ceremonies. The food was excellent and I had the
opportunity to meet several distant “relatives” and
to converse with a delightful DKG member from
Ontario, Canada at the luncheon. Our discussions
about educational and economic issues in our
neighboring countries was stimulating, and helped
widen my perspective as well.
Now, imagine all this in the gorgeous Opryland
Hotel setting in a city chock-full of entertaining
things to do! I went on a Backstage at the Grand
Ole Opry tour, and also saw a performance at the
Opry the next night. I got to line dance and play
pool at the Wild Horse Saloon with 550 DKG
party animals, and toured the Country Music Hall
of Fame. I walked down Broadway and got to see
the exciting “Music Row” Honkey Tonks when
they were packed with fun loving Nashville
tourists and locals. And all this was possible
without playing hooky from the general sessions
and breakout classes!
So I came home with a smile on my face and
inspiration in my head. I got a better sense of the
three levels of organization that DKG embodies,
and a genuine appreciation for all the amazing
women who wore the Delta Kappa Gamma key
pin before me. I returned to Colorado feeling a
genuine love for the Society and for my awesome
relatives from Colorado, including my friend and
“Convention Buddy” Karen Eilenstine. I felt
privileged to be part of a Society of 22,000 strong
and dedicated women around the world. And I am
convinced that our new DKG leaders, with the
support of the diverse and hard working DKG
family, are going to lead the Society into the future
in new and exciting ways!

Sue Pettit-Southwest
Region
presidents
being
recognized
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Memorial to Minnie Pearl at the Ryman Theater

Performing at the Grand Ole Opry
Janet McClaskey and husband, Mike

Can you believe these are in the middle of the resort center where the convention was held.

AROUND COLORADO
ALPHA CHAPTER
Denver
by Ruth Ann Bearden

HONORING A 60 YEAR MEMBER
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When asked to characterize her very special mother,
Margo reacted with words such as amazing, sharp, and
active. Our chapter would add exuberant, funny, and
inspirational. Alpha Chapter is extremely proud to count
Evelyn Elfstrom as our longest standing member. She is
a true example of what Delta Kappa Gamma represents.

KAPPA
PLATTEVILLE, FT. LUPTON, JOHNSTOWN, MILLIKEN
by Judi Haner

At Alpha Chapter’s May meeting at the Imperial
Chinese Restaurant, our ladies were thrilled to honor our
member of sixty years, Evelyn Elfstrom, a delightful and
charming lady. At the grand age of 95, Evelyn is still
“going strong” and enjoying every aspect of her activityfilled life. Born in Crook, Colorado, this lifelong
Coloradan attended a country school on the prairie in
Leader, Colorado, where her father was a tenant farmer.
After graduating from Brighton High School, our
member attended the University of Denver for two years
before continuing her education at the University of
Northern Colorado and earning her degree. With her
teaching certificate in hand, Evelyn began her stellar
forty-year career in the Denver Public Schools. Four
DPS middle schools –Morey, Rishel, Grant, and Bakerwere enriched by her teaching talent and her passion for
young people. English was her major area of expertise,
but she also served as a guidance counselor and assistant
principal. Our honoree retired from Baker Middle
School as a principal in 1985. When asked what she
enjoyed most about education, Evelyn’s response was
“just being around the kids.”
Evelyn is still connected to the younger generation.
She is quite proud of her work on the board of the
Colorado Youth Citizenship Award, an organization that
has been honoring students in grades K through 8 in
DPS for over forty years. Evelyn has been part of the
group for most of those forty years. Students are
recognized as outstanding citizens who serve as strong
role models for others. Her other current activities
include working on puzzles, writing poetry,
corresponding with friends, and caring for her parrot
Rita and her dog Mister. In earlier years our lady stayed
busy traveling with her husband John while he was in
the military. The two also remodeled numerous houses.
Evelyn’s daughter Margo lives close by and enjoys a
highly successful career as a professional photographer.

We thought members might be interested in a project
the Kappa chapter has been dedicated to for almost five
years. Five years ago Kappa chapter was looking for
additional charitable activities that would support the
local community. A scholarship was in place and money
for new teachers also had been funded. But the chapter
wanted something that would help families going
through difficult times.

Teresa Mueller was given the task of looking at the
DKG website for suggestions. She saw that a group in
Ohio was providing purses filled with necessities to
women who had been victims of domestic abuse. These
were women who had left their homes suddenly.
She brought the idea to the attention of Kappa
members and here was immediate interest. Many of the
members had experience with students, friends, or even
family members who had faced this situation. It was
decided to gift the purses to a local women's shelter
close to the Christmas season.
The purse project became near and dear to the hearts
of Kappa members. Each year purses are purchased by
either solo members or members working in pairs. The
purses are then filled with donations of billfolds, make
up, gift cards, lotions. and other gifts such as
scarves. Many of these items are purchased by Kappa
members, but several businesses have donated
generously over the years.
Because the project is done at Christmas time, the
members invite someone from the local shelter to attend
the annual Christmas breakfast. The shelter
representative usually leaves with close to twenty purses
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for women who left behind a great deal in order to find
safety.
As I said, the activity means a lot to Kappa
members. Recently the chapter decided to give the
project a name. It is being called the Lynn Jenny project
after Teresa's cousin who suffered domestic
violence. As we look forward to donating purses for the
fifth year members of the Kappa chapter hope others
might be inspired by this project.

ZETA CHAPTER
Thornton, Westminster, Arvada, Aurora, Northglenn,
Brighton
by Nancy McFaddin

the year including the Tri-Chapter program in February
hosted by Zeta Chapter.
Millie Jurneke’s piano students presented a delightful
program of their musical talents—always such an
inspiration to experience. We appreciate and look
forward each year to being witnesses to these young
boys and girls developing poise and character through
music.
Zeta’s Philanthropic project continues with Precious
Child in Broomfield CO. Members bring donations of
clothing, books, etc. to each meeting. Also, the
churches where we hold our meetings allow us to bring
“non-perishables” and canned goods as our “rent”. We
have been blessed with three members of different
churches participating in this program

Chapter Celebrations
Cheering and accolades revolved around our “Young
At Heart” Verda McConnell as we gathered to celebrate
Verda’s 100th birthday in April, 2016! Verda was thrilled
with the many birthday cards she received from DKG
sisters from other Colorado chapters and wishes to thank
all for their thoughtfulness.

ZETA CHAPTER

ETA CHAPTER
Colorado Springs, Woodland Park
by Marjorie Swearingen

Zeta Chapter continued celebrating in May with the
attendance of Omega State President, Dr. Sue Pettit at
our Founders’ Day program and installation of new
officers for 2016-2017. Officers include: Cynthia
Ziegler, President; Jackie Bell, 1st Vice President; Mary
Lynn Boughton, 2nd Vice President; Ronnie Fugita,
Recording Secretary; Nancy McFaddin Corresponding
Secretary; Mary Archuleta, Treasurer and Vivian
Harvey, Parliamentarian.
We were saddened by the resignation of Sheila Fritze,
an active and contributing member since 2007. We will
certainly miss her sincerity, dedication and faithfulness
to Delta Kappa Gamma and our Zeta Chapter.
Many exciting ideas were exchanged at our June
“planning meeting” for the 2016-2017 year for meetings
and programs. Finalizing will be completed by Sept. for

The members of Eta Chapter gathered on May 10,
2016 to celebrate the awarding of their $1500
scholarship to Ms Katie Fails. Katie has a Bachelor of
Science degree in Apparel and Merchandising from
Colorado State University. It was not long, however,
before she discovered her real love was working with
children. Thus began a new adventure for this
personable and dynamic young woman. She is currently
working as a Kindergarten Educational Assistant, while
going to school to obtain her teaching licensure. We are
delighted to assist Katie as she pursues her passion to
become a teacher. We will welcome her to our chapter
when she has her own classroom.
It was also a privilege to induct Ms Elizabeth Reimer,
a second year Math teacher at Fountain Ft. Carson High

School into our chapter. Her grandmother, Edna
Reimer, Eta Chapter, introduced Elizabeth, her

granddaughter to DKG. Elizabeth is the 3rd generation of
the Reimer family to belong to DKG. It is a real delight
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to have this skilled and enthusiastic young woman to add
a spark of new life to our chapter.
This was an evening of great happenings to culminate
our year. Kristina Kafka, Past president installed our
2016-2018 officers: Dr. Maxine Fawcett-Yeske,
President; Joyce Calamia, Vice President; Karen Waters,
Secretary; and Bev Diehl, Treasurer. With support from
all members, we are confident these great women will
lead us to achievement and fellowship.

COULDN’T GO TO NASHVILLE?
The opening session and the third general session
(business meeting) of the 2016 International Convention
were live streamed for member viewing and will be
available on WWW.dkg.org Make it a chapter program!
Other select speakers may be available as well.

ENJOY AN INTERNATIONAL EXPERIENCE
IN 2017
Start planning now to attend a regional conference
next summer and expand your DKG experience.
With five exciting destinations, you could make a
family vacation. With exciting speakers and
breakout sessions, use the time to gain professional
credits.
Northeast—July 12-14—Windsor ON
Northwest—June 28-July 1—Spearfish SD
Southeast—July 19-22—Myrtle Beach SC
Southwest—July 4-7—Honolulu HI
Europe—July 26-29—Tallinn, Estonia

MISSION STATEMENT
The Delta Kappa Gamma Society International promotes
professional and personal growth of women educators and
excellence In education.

SOCIETY PURPOSES
1. To unite women educators of the world in a genuine
spiritual fellowship
2. To honor women who have given or who evidence a
potential for distinctive service in any field of education
3. To advance the professional interest and position of women
in education
4. To initiate, endorse, and support desirable legislation or
other suitable endeavors in the interests of education and of
women educators
5. To endow scholarships to aid outstanding women educators
in pursuing graduate study and to grant fellowships to women
educators from other countries
6. To stimulate the personal and professional growth of
members and to encourage their participation in appropriate
programs of action
7. To inform the members of current economic, social,
political, and educational issues so that they may participate
effectively in a world society
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